THE UGLY TRUTH ABOUT DUI:
Blood for jobs; blood for profit; blood for male privilege, white privilege, and class privilege


In the waning weeks of the 2009-2010 school year, I had an assignment at Trezevant Vocational to fill in for the refrigeration teacher who called in sick.  He had left no lesson plan, but that was not an issue, because Memphis police were on campus all day conducting presentations about DUI.  These included a PowerPoint with embedded flash video, a wrecked vehicle from an actual DUI accident in Memphis, and “Lethal Vision” goggles that simulate drunkenness.  But the heartbreaking flash videos of innocent permanently disabled victims and bereaved families and friends belied a simple, very inconvenient truth about DUI.


There is no DUI in Europe.  This is because a single DUI offense is automatically punished by permanent revocation of one’s driver’s license, regardless of whether one is 16, 18, 21, 41, or 61, and regardless of whether or not there was an actual accident.  A revocation in one country is recognized in all other countries of the EU.  This public policy works.  Why doesn’t the US have such a policy?
· DUI is a cash cow for law enforcement.

· DUI is a cash cow for the legal industry.

· DUI is a cash cow for the courts.

· DUI is a cash cow for the prison-industrial complex.

· DUI is a cash cow for the alcohol industry, including bars and package stores.

· DUI is a cash cow for the sex industry, because some establishments serve alcohol.

· DUI is a cash cow for the underground economy, including drug trafficking by the CIA and the chemical industry, and laundering of drug money by the “too big to fail” banks.

· DUI is a cash cow for the collision repair industry.
· DUI is a cash cow for the auto industry, because totaled vehicles usually must be replaced.

· DUI is a cash cow for the insurance industry.

· DUI is a cash cow for the medical-industrial complex.

· DUI is a cash cow for the aftercare industry.

Because of such institutional pacifist policies, Europe had 15% unemployment in the “roaring ‘90s”.  African Americans, Hispanics, Amish, and Mennonites have known for centuries that “pro-life” and “pro-business” are mutually exclusive, and that capitalism invariably destroys life, while real socialism, exemplified by the early Church for the first 250 years of its existence, sustains life.  Read the Bible.  Read the saints.  ASSUME THE OPPOSITE to MADD:  if you don’t embrace faith-based socialism with unbridled alacrity, you are wasting your time and need not even bother to pretend to care.  Only when MADD goes back to the plow en masse will I know that they are for real.
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