


From Consumerism to The Autobiography of an Anesthetized Patient, from Michael Moore's Capitalism:  A Love Story and my review of it to the rest of his oeuvre to my exploration of trans fats, the common thread of “it's the economy, stupid” prevails as a causative force.  “Follow the money” is the subtext lurking just below the surface of nearly every posting on this site except the humor page.  The trans fat essay concludes with an acknowledgment that these substances persist solely to provide jobs at the grave expense of public health, and compares this predatory employment to the Cold War having created millions of jobs while tourism to the former Stalinist world only created a few thousand jobs, hence its replacement by the war on terror.  The sole obstacle to anesthesia reform is not scientific or even bourgeois self-abuse, but that general anesthesia supports double-digit millions of jobs while nerve blocks will only create several thousand jobs, even when enhanced by ultrasound.  Moore's Capitalism stresses how most central bank employees, including nearly all of the newest generation of mathematicians, inflict serious harm each and every day they go to work, but falls short of acknowledging that more credit unions will only create a few thousand jobs.  Abolition of the pseudoscience of biopsychiatry will destroy millions of jobs, while therapy will only create a few thousand jobs.  In the wake of the Gulf oil catastrophe, abolition of fossil fuels will destroy double-digit millions of jobs, while renewable energy will only create thousands of jobs.  Further examples could fill an entire volume.  So it is important, necessary, and inevitable for me to eventually focus on predatory employment.


The cold, hard reality is that capitalism failed in 1929 and has been propped up by astronomical, bone-crushing government subsidies since 1933.  Every legacy world religion, every indigenous religion, and most alternative religions warn about the dangers of capitalism and instead espouse communitarianism.  The past 80 years have merely been a mirage of government subsidies, as well as the spoils of having won the most devastating war in all of history, as Moore duly noted in his film.  And I just found out that an individual with a terminal degree in economics is now drawing SSDI for, of all things, “type 2 diabetes”!  Of course, there has been no amputation, kidney failure, or blindness that can occur after a lifetime of type 1 insulin dependence.  Just think of the hypocritical admission of failure!  No wonder this individual is trying to keep it secret!  This person is actually finally obeying the first law of narco-traffickers:  never use one's own product.

Much has been said about the offshoring
 of the manufacturing base and that repatriation of these jobs can restore full employment.  While the return of these jobs is attractive, one must remember that some manufacturing jobs are also predatory, e.g. defense contracts, nuclear weapons, SUVs and other gas guzzlers, shock machines, and oversized bulldozers designed to destroy entire neighborhoods in occupied countries, such as that which killed Rachel Corrie.  One must also recognize that there is a growing limit to how much manufacturing and consumerism the environment can tolerate.  Further, the greatest force for all this offshoring in the first place is the evasion of bone-crushing health insurance costs that do not exist in other countries and of the most expensive disease industry in the world.  Repatriation of these jobs will never be possible without the abolition of the health insurance industry and the entire medical-industrial complex, resulting in the destruction of the better part of 100 million jobs.  No wonder pure Marxists commonly liken capitalism to a cancer!

Slide 49 of Consumerism enumerates entire industries that will be totally eliminated by abolition of predatory employment, and suggests some possible replacements.  However, the amount of jobs created by the replacements will never even come close to matching the ones destroyed by the demise of predatory industries.  Ending the war on terror will destroy double-digit millions of jobs, while tourism to the Mideast and North Africa will only create a few thousand jobs.  Ending the war on drugs will destroy millions of jobs, while recovery programs will only create a few thousand jobs.  Ending the war on cancer will destroy double-digit millions of jobs, while the Max Gerson diet won’t create any jobs.  Ending the prison-industrial complex will destroy millions of jobs, while restorative justice will only create a few thousand jobs.  Abolition of state nuclear arsenals will destroy millions of jobs without replacements at all.  The internet does not need another abortion site, but this is why the vast majority of progressives and liberals are pro-choice, because smaller populations need less job creation (and place less stress on the environment).  Smaller populations also make individuals more valuable and nonexpendable as victims of predatory industries.  Yet one anti-choice policy, prohibition of artificial reproduction, will also reduce population, while its converse actually increases population.  Indeed, predatory industries seek to maximize population in order to maximize victims and profits.  For all its veneer of “civilization,” “technology,” and sprawling cities, the industrial world is no better than societies of old that committed human sacrifice.  Industrialism is actually worse because the radical right breeds victims for subsequent human sacrifices, from occupied countries to occupied ghettos to occupied schools to prisons and hospitals.  Slide 56 of Consumerism enumerates reforms to capital punishment that will target the architects of predatory employment and the gangs and mafias that threaten to contrive novel forms of blood for jobs, while slide 41 proposes an “institutional death penalty” against the predatory institutions themselves.  This will further thin the population as well as dismantling the infrastructure of predatory endeavors and preventing the formation of new ones.  As the atrocities of the 20th century painfully demonstrated, the temptation to commit genocide, eugenics, and homocide in the name of population control will be extremely dangerous.  But having a smaller population cannot eliminate the problem of predatory employment.

The review of Capitalism suggests further ways to reduce the size of the for-hire workforce besides population control.  One way is to help farmers and tropical peasants displaced by war, oppression, environmental disaster, and free trade agreements to return to their land and villages.  This can be further enhanced by helping committed progressives, environmentalists, and socialists to act on their beliefs by taking up sustainable organic agriculture and village artisanship.  Another way to shrink the workforce is to augment the educational period to 21 and to lower the retirement age.  Increased support for stay-at-home moms will further reduce the hiring pool, but presents another disturbing temptation to bar all women from gainful employment.  A related temptation would be to force all persons with disabilities onto public assistance.

Taken together, repatriation of non-predatory manufacturing, helpdesk, and other offshored jobs; smaller populations, destruction of predatory infrastructure, reduction of the hiring pool, and execution of current and future criminals against humanity and the environment will not be enough to offset the job hemorrhages that will result from the elimination of domestic and geopolitical militarism.  As indicated on slides 42 and 43 of Consumerism, society will have to be fundamentally overhauled to a village-based Anabaptist lifestyle in which almost everyone is a farmer.  One need not adopt the theology of the Old Order Amish or the Mennonites, only their means of support, frugal mode of living, and environmental stewardship.  This way of life sustains life, but cannot sustain sexual predation and other addictions.  This is why family abuse plagues traditional societies, which is a major reason why our ancestors and elders went to the cities in the first place.

The problem of addiction stems from most life forms being genetically addicted to sex.  This is why all other addictions work through sexual pathways.  This addiction is fine for non-sentient animals, plants, fungi, and microorganisms to reproduce and have genetic recombination, but the combination of sexuality and sentience has proven to be incendiary and explosive with consequences measured in megadeaths.  This is why Christ and Paul advocated abstinence, why monastic orders, including those in other legacy world religions, are celibate, and why Shakers were celibate.  This most inconvenient truth of all is why the antisexuality page exists and why the site would be incomplete without it.

The purpose of farming is to eat.

The purpose of eating is to live.

The purpose of living is to have an intellectual life.

A spiritual life is an aspect of an intellectual life.

The purpose of having children is to bequeath an intellectual life.
� The term “outsourcing” is the most misused in business newspeak because it is commonly misapplied as a euphemism for offshoring.  Outsourcing actually refers to a company delegating part of its operation to subcontractor that is a separate business entity.  An example of true outsourcing occurred while I was still in school:  to save money, the university outsourced its custodial work to a subcontractor that hired undocumented immigrants.  Obviously, custodial work cannot be offshored.  Another example is a common printing company to which thousands of small businesses outsource their publishing and signage.  This outsourcing is in no way unethical, and also cannot be offshored without incurring exorbitant shipping expenses.  In contrast, the call center where I once worked offshored the jobs to the Philippines.  This was not outsourcing because the Filipinos were still employed by the same company the Americans had been working for; it was merely a different location.
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