BE AFRAID.  BE VERY AFRAID.


One thing I recall from junior high in the mid-'70s is the plethora of sinister short stories from 9th grade English:  “The Necklace,” “The Lady or the Tiger,” “The Lottery,” “The Interlopers,” and several selections of Edgar Allan Poe.  In mid-January 2010, I had what was supposed to have been a 3-day assignment to substitute for a marketing teacher at Raleigh-Egypt High School (being a staunch socialist, I occasionally find myself in this ironic situation).  On the 2nd day, he returned, so I was assigned to another classroom where the teacher had just called in sick.  During the 1st block, which was his planning period, I was browsing to look for what the students should be doing, and noticed that the bulky 9th grade reader still had most of these stories, even though it is in a different state and in another century.  Approximately a year earlier, I had radically revised my perspective of my all-time favorite movie, The Empire Strikes Back.  Now, this historical moment at the end of January has prompted me to reevaluate “The Interlopers” in a terrifying new light its author could not possibly have ever imagined.


The story's 2 characters are Georg and Ulrich, East European hunters on opposing sides of a family feud.  In an accident, Georg is injured and incapacitated, and Ulrich is pinned.  After a long dialogue, the former adversaries reconcile and become friends.

· Ulrich represents the radical left, a demographic with which I identify, save for substance usage and sexual permissiveness.

· Georg represents “Joe the Plumber” conservatives.

· The interpretation of their longtime enmity is obvious.

· Their predicament represents the return of world depression as the aftereffects of the Second World War inevitably and inexorably dissipate, and the catastrophic consequences of 8 years of Reagan, 4 years of Bush Sr., 8 years of Clinton (granted, his Republican opponents would’ve been much worse), and 8 years of Bush Jr.

· Their reconciliation represents the emerging consensus against war in Iraq and Afghanistan, against government subsidies and bailouts of business, recognizing the threat of Chinese Communism, against free-trade agreements and offshoring, for alternative medicine, for antipsychiatry, against public funds for sports arenas, and recognizing the corruption and moral bankruptcy of the media.

· Ulrich's sighting of figures on the horizon represents the Obama election.

· Their hunting calls to their putative rescuers represent the exuberance at the Obama inauguration.

· Ulrich's recognition of the approaching figures as wolves represents the current historical moment.

· The wolves themselves represent the ruling class and the corporations.

There is no electoral way out of this Republicans vs. Republicans Lite trap.  Note that unlike in the First World Depression, most people now live in cities and no longer on the farm.  Recall that the 1933 inauguration had been moved from March to January because millions were literally starving.  The US population is now cornered where it must choose between starvation and committing “terrorism.”  I had foreseen this dire predicament on slide 55 of Consumerism, but now the wolf is not at the door; it’s in the crib.
Be afraid.  Be very afraid.
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